
Free To Be A Slave!
FREE BY GRACE—SLAVE BY CHOICE

by Dale Rum ble

Free From the Prison of Sin

An ani mal born and reared in cap tiv ity un til it is full grown and 
then of fered an op por tu nity to be free will be fear ful of leav ing the
“se cu rity” of its prison. It has be come used to liv ing as a pris oner;
free dom, never ex pe ri enced, is a to tally un known di men sion of life.
How sad such dep ri va tion is!

Even more sad is the fact that the same con di tion is true for all
who are un saved. The slav ery of sin, fear of death, hope less ness and
cor rup tion in their lives is a prison that they have be come ac cus -
tomed to living in. They have never ex pe ri enced the glo ri ous free -
dom of re demp tion. How much greater is their depri va tion!

. . . that through death He (Je sus) might ren der pow er less him
who had the power of death, that is, the devil; and might de -
liver those who through fear of death were sub ject to slav ery
all their lives. (He brews 2:14-15)

The gos pel prom ises free dom from the prison of sin to all who
re spond with faith and re pen tance.

. . . the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the af -
flicted; He has sent me to bind up the bro ken hearted, to pro -
claim lib erty to cap tives, and free dom to pris on ers. (Isaiah
61:1)

Any per son con trolled by sin is a slave in prison.

Truly, truly, I say to you, eve ry one who com mits sin is the slave 
of sin. (John 8:34)



The only name given un der heaven whereby one can be set free 
from the prison and judg ment of sin is the Lord Je sus Christ (Acts
4:10-12). Free dom comes by be liev ing that the Son of God came
down to earth to suf fer on the cross and shed His blood as atone ment
for our sin; hav ing be lieved the good news of the gos pel, one must
truly re pent in his heart for past sins and put his trust wholly on the
One who died for him.

Je sus said to him, “I am the way and the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Fa ther but by Me . . . (John 14:6)

That if you con fess with your mouth Je sus as Lord, and be lieve
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be
saved. (Ro mans 10:9)

Je sus, and Je sus alone, is the key to free dom from the prison of
sin. He sets the cap tives free.

. . . if you abide in My word, then you are truly dis ci ples of
Mine; and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you
free . . . if there fore the Son shall make you free, you shall be
free in deed. (John 8:31, 32, 36(

We are jus ti fied through faith in the cleans ing power of His
blood (Ro mans 5:1, 9). To be jus ti fied means that God has im puted
His per fect right eous ness to our ac count. All of our trans gres sions
are wiped away, just as if we had never sinned.

How ever, this does not im ply that there af ter we will al ways
walk right eously, ei ther in thought or deed. Nev er the less, this is
God’s goal for us (Mat thew 5:48; Ephe si ans 1:4). Therefore it is nec -
es sary both to un der stand our re spon si bil ity, and to rec og nize all that
Christ ac com plished for us on the cross, so that the pro cess of our
sanc ti fi ca tion can take place, We are to be holy be cause He is holy.
The next step is to learn how we can be free of the in flu ence of our
car nal na ture that has caused us to sin in the past.
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Free From Our Body of Sin
It is won der ful to have our sins for given, but we also want to

walk in right eous ness. Clearly we are not to con tinue in sin so that
God’s grace might in crease. That would only put us back in the
prison we have been de liv ered from.

The an swer lies in hav ing faith to pos sess all that Christ pro -
vided for us on the cross. He took our Ad amic, sin ful na ture with
Him to the cross; by faith it was put to death there.

. . . know ing this, that our old self was cru ci fied with Him, that 
our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no
longer be slave to sin. (Ro mans 6:6)

It re quires faith on our part to be lieve this great truth. It also re -
quires our obe di ence in wa ter bap tism, for this is the act by which we 
per son ally iden tify with Him in His death and bur ial, and be gin to
make this truth a re al ity in our life.

. . . do you not know that all of us who have been bap tized into
Christ Je sus have been bap tized into His death? There fore we
have been bur ied with Him through bap tism into death, in or -
der that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory
of the Fa ther, so we too might walk in new ness of life. (Ro -
mans 6:3-4)

The Lord’s com mand to con verts to day is the same one that He 
gave to the first be liev ers:

And Pe ter said to them, “Re pent, and let each one of you be
bap tized in the name of Je sus Christ for the for give ness of your 
sins; and you shall re ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts
2:38)

Faith ful obe di ence in wa ter bap tism is our tes ti mony that we
have been cru ci fied with Christ; that the Holy Spirit has cir cum cised
our heart so that we can now walk in right eous ness.

Thus you were cir cum cised when you were bur ied with Him in
your bap tism, in which you were also raised with Him to a new
life through your faith in the work ing of God as dis played
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when He raised Him up from the dead. (Co los sians 2:12; Am -
pli fied Bi ble)

By faith, Christ can now live His life within me in place of my
old Ad amic self; I do not have to con tinue in sin! By faith I must
daily reckon my self to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Je sus
(Ro mans 6:11).

I have been cru ci fied with Christ; and it is no longer I who live
but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh
I live by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me, and de liv ered
Him self up for me. (Ga la tians 2:20)

Let us now ex am ine the free dom and vic tory that be comes
ours as we walk in the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Je sus.

Free from the Law of Sin and Death

The first is sue to be faced in the mat ter of right eous ness is how
re quire ments of the Law are to be ful filled in our lives. The an swer is
found in yet an other di men sion of free dom that Christ has pro vided
for us in His re demp tive work on the cross.

For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Je sus has set you free
from the law of sin and of death. For what the Law could not
do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: send ing His own 
Son in the like ness of sin ful flesh and as an of fer ing for sin, He
con demned sin in the flesh, in or der that the re quire ments of
the Law might be ful filled in us, who do not walk ac cord ing
to the flesh, but ac cord ing to the Spirit. (Ro mans 8:2-4)

Je sus kept per fectly every com mand ment of the Law in His
life on earth, and by His death He paid the re quired pen alty of death
for every sin ever com mit ted; past, pres ent and fu ture. In this way, He 
ful filled the Law with all of its re quire ments and ren dered it in op era -
tive as the man da tory ba sis for right eous ness in be liev ers.

For He . . . broke down the bar ri ers of the di vid ing wall, by
abol ish ing (ren der ing in op era tive) in His flesh the en mity,
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which is the Law of com mand ments con tained in or di nances . . 
. . (Ephe si ans 2:14-15)

Hav ing can celed out the cer tifi cate of debt con sist ing of de -
crees against us and which was hos tile to us; and He has taken
it out of the way, hav ing nailed it to the cross. (Co los sians
2:14)

He re placed the law of sin and death with the law of the (Holy)
Spirit of life for His fol low ers.

There fore, my breth ren, you also were made to die to the Law
through the body of Christ, that you might be joined to an -
other, to Him who was raised from the dead, that we might
bear fruit for God . . . now we have been re leased from the
Law, hav ing died to that by which we were bound so that we
serve in new ness of Spirit and not in old ness of let ter. (Ro -
mans 7:4, 6)

Since the Spirit of truth will never con tra dict the word of truth,
we are re spon si ble to per son ally hear and obey His voice as the Spirit 
of God speaks to us out of scrip ture. For ex am ple, He would never
lead us to steal. He trans forms the dead “let ter of the word” into a liv -
ing, anointed word to our hearts.

Spiri tual fruit can only come from the Holy Spirit. Right stand -
ing be fore God can never come from keep ing laws in or der to make
our selves right eous; this only leads back to slav ery.

It was for free dom that Christ set us free; there fore keep
stand ing firm and do not be sub ject again to a yoke of slav ery.
(Ga la tians 5:10

The law of lib erty, the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Je sus, is 
the per fect law (James 1:25; 2:12). Walk ing in this law is how we can 
be changed into His im age.

Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is lib erty. But we all, with un veiled face be hold ing as in a 
mir ror the glory of the Lord, are be ing trans formed into the
same im age from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the
Spirit. (2 Cor in thi ans 3:17-18)
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To be come like Je sus, to do the works of Je sus, re quires a bap -
tism of the Holy Spirit. We need power; by faith we must tap into the
om nipo tence of God through re ceiv ing an over flow ing, in fill ing of
the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5, 8). It is He who guides us and en ables us to
walk in vic tory help ing us put to death deeds of our flesh (2 Cor in thi -
ans 3:6).

For if you live ac cord ing to the flesh you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For
all who are be ing led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of
God. (Ro mans 8:13-14)

But I say, “walk by the Spirit and you will not carry out the de -
sires of the flesh . . . . If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by
the Spirit. (Ga la tians 5:16, 25)

Free to Become a Bondservant

One can not truly be a dis ci ple of Christ with out be com ing His
bond ser vant. And one can not be come a bond ser vant with out first ex -
pe ri enc ing the three free doms that have been pre sented here. Be liev -
ers who fre quently fall into sin, or who can not walk in vic tory over
de sires of their flesh, or who are in bond age to ei ther le gal ism or a
sec tar ian re lig ious sys tem, are sim ply not free to be bond ser vants of
Christ.

The pro vi sion of the cross sets us free from all such things so
that we can sub mit our selves wholly to Him. This must be a free will
choice on our part, rec og niz ing that we are no longer our own, for we 
have been bought with a price.

Act as free men, and do not use your free dom as a cov er ing for
evil, but use it as bondslaves of God. (1 Pe ter 2:16)

And hav ing been freed from sin you be came slaves of right -
eous ness . . . . But now hav ing been freed from sin and en -
slaved to God, you de rive your bene fit, re sult ing in
sanc ti fi ca tion and eter nal life. (Ro mans 6:18, 22)
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In Christ we are both free and slaves; we ex pe ri ence the free -
dom of the glory of God’s chil dren, while at the same time, be ing
sub ject to His Lord ship in our lives (Ro mans 8:21; Philip pi ans
2:5-8). We are both kings and bond ser vants!

The gos pel of the king dom is both the good news of God’s free
of fer of sal va tion and a proc la ma tion of His gov ern ment. These two
truths must not be sepa rated, for both are re quired to make dis ci ples
for Christ. The gos pel we preach must pro claim His Lord ship and
our ser vanthood.

For we do not preach our selves but Christ Je sus as Lord, and
our selves as your bond ser vants for Je sus’ sake. (2 Cor in thi -
ans 4:5)

Our choice is be tween go ing our own way or fol low ing the
Lord which is the way of life.

. . . If any one wishes to come af ter Me, let him deny him self,
and take up his cross and fol low Me. For who ever wishes to
save his life shall lose it; but who ever loses his life for My sake
shall find it. (Mat thew 16:24-25)

There is not greater free dom of fered to man than the privi lege
of be ing a bond ser vant of Christ.
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